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By Spc. George Kyriakeas
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Office

TheMedical Element performedalivesurgery
behindtheir hospital here, but thiswasno back-
aley operation.

TheDec. 4 operationwas part of MobileSur-
gical Team training that MEDEL has been con-
ductingfor thelast several weeks, said Capt. Kate
Harrison, an Operating Room nurse with
MEDEL.

“We vebeen putting upthetentsandinstalling
our equi E)_ment acoupletimesaweek, but thiswas
our firstlivesurgery,” Harrison said.

Theprocedure, ascar revision operation, was
Perform_ed to test the system and practice their

ield skills, said Capt. Wesley Morgan, with
MEDEL.

Scar revision surgery is a simple operation,
Morgansaid.

“Wetake an existing scar and we exciseit, or
cutitout, and seal it up sothe scar formationwill
besmaller,” Harrison explained.

Thepatient recieved thesamequality of care
that he would have inside the hospital, Morgan
said. “Thiswas still a sterile surgical environ-
ment, theonly differenceisthat it waslocatedin
thefield versusinahospital.”

MST’ soffer atemporary fix, Morgansaid.

Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas

1stLt.Joseph Scholl, Medical Element, preps Warrant Officer Charles Overby, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation
Regiment, for scarrevisionsurgeryin afield tentbehind the hospital. See MEDELpage 3

Remember Duckhunt?
FATS offers weapons training withoutrounds

By Spc. George Kyriakeas
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Office

Preliminary Marksmanship I nstructionfor arangeconducted by ARFOR
Tuesday wasgiven Monday withthehel p of some sophisticated technology
availablehere.

ThePMI madeuseof theFireArmsTraining Systemtoassistinfamiliar-
izing qualifierswith their weapons, said Staff Sgt. Micheal Romero, AR-
FOR.

TheFATSallowsusersto simulatefiring aweapon at acomputer generat-
edtarget and background projected onto acomputer screen.

“It’sjustlikegoingtherange,” said Spc. Brandon Smith, ARFOR.

Theoldweaponeers accomplishthe samething asthe FATS, but the new
system has some advantagesover theold, Romerosaid. “1 don’t feel theold
weaponeer isasaccurate.”

Thenew system hasagreater realismand freedom of movement, Romero
said. “Withtheoldweaponeer, some configurationsmade somefiring posi-
tionsuncumfortable. Thisgivesyou thefreedomto actually occupy thecor -
rect positions,” headded.

Theweaponsused withthesystem havethesameweight astheonesfirers
will useto qualify becausethey are actual weapons, Romero said.

“Thisisactually anM-9. Theonly component that isnot real isthebolt,
whichwehavereplacedwithalaser.”

Duetoalimited quantityof Carbon Dioxide, usedto push out around sim- i R
ulating laser pulse, only personnel ready to qualify and JSF may usethesys- Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas
Spc.Jacob Neuman, 1st Battalion, 228th Aviationregiment, sends somelaser blasts
See FATSpage?2 at atargetinasimulated 9-mm qualification program.
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Thereason forthe season

By Chaplain (Capt.) Patrick R. Basal
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

Just last Monday night | had astrangevisitor. Thisis
how it happened. | had just finished the household
chores for the night and was preparing to go to bed
when | heard anoiseinthefront of thehouse. | opened
the door of the front room, and to my surprise, it was
Santa Claus himself stepping out from behind the
ChristmasTree. Heplaced hisfingersover hislipssol
wouldn'tcry out.

"What areyou doing here..." | startedto ask, but the
wordschokedupinmy throat asl saw hehadtearsinhis
eyes. Hisusual jolly manner wasgone—gonewasthe
eager, boisteroussoul weall know.

Asl stood therein my nightshirt bewildered, Santa
said, "Teach TheChildren." My perplexed expression

still showed inthenear darkness.

"Teach them the old meaning of Christmas — the
meanings that Christmas nowadays has forgotten.”
"Teach the Children, the star was a heavenly sign of
promiselong agesago. God promised aSavior for the
worldandasign of thefulfillment of that promisewas
the great star of the east. The star now reminds us of
God'slovefor mankind and Godfulfilling Hispromise.
Thecountlessshining starsat night—onefor eachman
—now show the burning hope of all mankind." Santa

ently laid the star upon thefireplace mantleand drew
orthfromthebag aglittering red Christmasornament.

"TeachtheChildren, redisthefirst color of Christ-
mas. It wasfirst used by thefaithful peopletoremind
them of theblood which wasshed for all peopleby the
Savior. Christ gave His life and shed His blood that
every manmight haveGod'sgifttoall, eternal life. Red

FATS From page 1

tem now, said Romero. He hopesto changethisand
trainmembersof other M SC’ son useof thesystem, he
added. Romero planstotrain personnel fromeachM SC
how to start the system, get weaponstoregister, runthe
courseand analyzeashooter’ sprogressin January, he
explained.

Joint Task Force-Bravo recieved the FATS about
eight monthsago, but only recently have stepsbeentak-
entoEutittogood use, Romerosaid. _

Whenthesystemfirstarrived, they didinitial train-
ing on it but since then it has not been used, Romero
said.

“When! got herethey gavemeahandreceiptforthis
equipment, and | came over hereto seewhat it was |

Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas
Staff Sgt. Brian Donnelly , AFFOR, augments his M-9 PMI with use of the Fire Arms Training System.

signedfor,” hesaid.

“Thisisan outstandingtool for PMI,” Romero said,
adding, “Wedon't want tolet it go to waste.” Partici-
pantsinthe PMI echoed thissentiment.

“Thisisanincredibletool to hone skillsbeforelive
firing,” said Staff Sgt. Brian Donnelly, with the Fire
Department.

Theconcept of using lasersto simulatefiring might
befamiliar to somesoldiersand airmen, Smithsaid.

“Remember Duckhunt on the Nintendo?It’ s Duck-
hunt all over again.”

Have a comment or question? E-mail: George.Kyri-
akeas@jtfb.southcom.mil
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isdeep, intense, vivid. Itisthegreatest color of all. Itis
the symbol of the gift of God.” As Santawastwisting
and pulling another object out of hisbag, | heard the
kitchen clock begintostrike 12. | wanted to say some-
thing, but hewent right on.

"Teach the Children," he said as the twisting and
pulling suddenly disdodged asmall Christmastreefrom
thedepthsof thetoy bag. Heplacedit beforethemantle
and gently hung thered ornament onthebig Christmas
tree. The deep green of thefir treewasaperfect back-
ground for the ornament. Herewasthe second col or of
Christmas.

"Thepurecolor of thestately fir treeremainsgreen
all year round," he said. "Thisdepictsthe everlasting
hopeof mankind. Greenistheyouthful, hopeful , abun-

See REASON page 3
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Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas

Rev.James Brady at his “Hogar de Jaim-
itos” orphanagein LaPaz.

A message from Hogar de Jaimitos

Dear Soldiersand Airmen of Soto
Cano,

_You brought so much joy and ex-
citement to “Hogar De Jaimitos’
with your visit the other day. Y our
visitsmakeour boysfeel that they are
important — that they mean some-
thing. Of coursewe deeply and sin-
cerely appreciateyour donations, but
what means so much more to our
boysisyour presence and concern.
Our boysareso neglected and sofew
noticethem.

We bought ahouseinthevillage
of Flores. Our new houseisin apoor
sectionjust likeour barriohereinLa
Granja. We hope to start a soup
kitchen there. The houseislocated
near the school. The two teachers
will let usknow which arethe hun-
gry children.

Wetoldall of our boysin our Flo-
res house to get ready for apicnic.
Wehad asad experience. An11year
oldboy of Floresdied suddenly. The
family sent for me and asked if |
would haveaprayer service. Sowe
went to the parent’ shouse. Our boys
al stood about the coffin of the
young boy andtogether, the bo?/s of
“Hogar de Jaimitos,” held a little
prayer service.

In the evening we came back to
“Hogar deJaimitos,” for aspaghetti
dinner. Weused thebread you gave
ustomakegarlictoast.

Asking God to bless you and all
theothersat theBase, | amapprecia-
tively yours,

Rev. JamesR. Brady
“Padre Jaimito”

Med el From page 1
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Photoby Spc. George Kyriakeas

From right: Maj. Aaron Horvath, MEDEL, performs the operation, Maj. Kyu
Lund, MEDEL, monitorsthe patientand Spc. LisaBrazuk, MEDEL, assists

as ascrubtechnician.

A MST treatspatientsinthefieldun-
til they can be moved to a dedicated
hospital, Morgan said.

“The purpose isto prevent theloss
of lifeand limb and get the patientssta-
blesothey may beairliftedtoahigher
echelon of medical care.”

Performing actual operations in
theseconditionsisimportant, Harrison
sad.

“It shows us how the operation
wouldflow, what happenstothe patient
in preop, in surgery and in recovery,”

sheexplained.

“The actual practice shows if the
equipmentworksandif our setupisef-
ficient,” Harrison added.

Intrainingto set upthetentinequip-
ment the MEDEL team has gotten the
timedownto 75 minutes, Morgan said.
“Werealistically would liketo haveit
set up and running within one hour of
whenwehittheground.”

Have a comment or question? E-mail:
George.Kyriakeas@jtfb.southcom.mil

ReaS O n From page 2

dant color of nature. All the needles point heavenward
—symbolic of man'sreturningthoughtstoward heaven.
Thegreat green tree hasbeen man'sbest friend. It has
sheltered him, warmed him, made beauty for him,
formed hisfurniture." Santa'seyeswerebeginningto
twinklenow ashestood there. Suddenly | heard asoft
tinkling sound. Asit grew louder, it seemed like the
sound of long ago.

"TeachtheChildren," that asthel ost sheep arefound
by soundsof thebell, soshoulditringfor mentoreturn
tothefold; it meansguidanceandreturn; it further sig-
nifiesthat all arepreciousintheeyesof theLord." As
the soft sound of the bell faded into the night, Santa
drew forth acandle. Heplaced it onthe mantleand the
soft glow fromitstiny flame cast an eerie glow about
the darkened room. Odd shapesin the shadow slowly
danced andweaved uponthewalls.

"Teach the Children," whispered Santa, "that the
candle showsman'sthanksfor the star of long ago. It's
small light isthe mirror of starlight. At first candles
were placed on the Christmas Tree — they were like
many glowing stars shining against the dark green.
Safety now hasremoved the candlesfromthetreeand
thecoloredlightshavetaken over intheremembrance.”

Santaturned thesmall Christmastreelightson and
picked up agift fromunder thetree. Hepointed tothe

largebow ribbonand said, " A bow isplaced on apres-
ent toremind usof thespirit of thebrotherhood of man.
Weshould remember that thebow istied asmen should
betied—all of ustogether, with the bonds of good will
toward each other. Goodwill forever isthe message of
thebow."

Now | wondered what el se Santahad in hisbag. In-
stead of reachinginhisbag, heslungit over hisshoul -
der and began to reach up on the Christmas Tree. |
thought hewas hungry as hereached for acandy cane,
purposely placed highonthetree. Heunfastened it and
reached out toward mewithit.

"Teach the Children that the candy canerepresents
theshepherdscrook. Thecrook onthestaff helpsbring
back the strayed sheep tothefold. Thecandy canerep-
resentsthehel (fi ng hand we should show at Christmas
time. The candy isthe symbol that weareour brother's
keeper."

Santathen paused. He seemedtorealizeheshould be
on hisway. Later would be hisbig day. Ashelooked
about theroom, afeeling of satisfaction showedin his
face. Heread wonderment inmy eyesand | ansurehe
sensed my admiration onthisnight. Hewashisold self
asheapproachedthefront door. Thetwinkleinhiseye
gave Santa away; | knew he wasn't through yet. He
reached into his bag and brought forth alarge holly
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wreath. Heplacedit onthefireplaceand said,

"Please Teach the Children the wreath symbolizes
theeternal natureof love; it never ceases, stopsor ends.
Itisonecontinuousround of affection. Thewreath does
doubleduty. Itismadeof many thingsandinmany col-
ors. Itremindsusall of thethingsof Christmas. Please
TeachtheChildren."

| pondered and wondered and thrilled with delight,
as | saw and viewed all those symbols that night. |
dozed as| sat inthe soft candlelight, and my thoughts
wereof Santaand al hemaderight.

Togiveandto help, toloveandto serve, arethe best
thingsof life, all men candeserve. Old SantaClausthat
jollyfatlittleelf, Isthevery best symbol of Christmas
itself. He'sthesign of thegift of loveand of life, theend-
ing of evil, theceasi n%of strife. Hismessagetomeon
the pre-Christmas night has opened atreasure of deep-
estinsight.

The one thing on earth we all ought to do, is the
teaching of childrentheright andthetrue.

-Unknown
| thought thiswasthe best Christmas message I've
read soI'mpassingit on. Happy Holidays

PAX DOMINE
(ThePeaceof theLord)
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Halrbangers BaII spends ollday here

By Spc. George Kyriakeas . R x : ._Ii.*
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Office L. --'-_ Teul g

Soldiers and airmen on deployment usually expect a few
thingsover theholiday season. They can expect tearful phone
conversations, cardsinthemail instead of hugs. They usually
don’t, however, expect to be rocked, and that is exactly what
happened at Joint Task Force-Bravo thisholiday weekend.

HairbangersBall, an 80’ scover band focusing onglamrock,
playedfiveshowshereover the Thanksgivingweekend, starting
withtheTurkey Bowl.

Theband, withlead singer VicV oxx, guitarists Freddy Fin-
gersand Jefferson Jackson, keyboardist and singer Polly Pantz,
bassist Chris Crotch and drummer Zeek Zildjian visited Soto
Cano as the first stop on aten-day tour set up by the Armed
ForcesEntertainment Network.

Covering everything from Bon Jovi to Ozzy Osbourne, the
bandtook listenerson aridethrough theway-back machineto
that magical eraof American musicthat wasdominated by big
hair and big guitar riffs.

“Weareatributeto the decade of decadence,” said Pantz.

They tackle their genre with much skill, said Staff Sgt.
LeonardoParis, ARFOR. “| thought they played excellent, they
werereally good,” Parissaid, adding, “I’ vebeenlistening tothat
typeof musicfor 15 yearsand they’reoneof thebest bandsl!’ve
seentoperformit.”

Theband, which hail sfrom Chicago, hasbeen performingto-
gether for almost two years, said Pantz. The band toursalot,
generally playing eight or nineshowsamonthaway fromhome,
but thistour isthefirst ti methe%/ have played at amilitary base,
shesaid. “Y ouguysaregreat, thisisprobably themost interest-

ingplacewe Il play,” Pantz said. “I haveafeeling other bases

Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas

Zeek Zildjianrenders aglam-rock salute at the Oasis Nov. 30. Theband played threeshows atthe
club.

Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas

Vic Voxx rocks the mike atthe Oasis. Calling 80'srock “ hair-metal” is notamisnomer, as guitarist Jefferson Jackson illustrates here.
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will not beasniceandfriendly,” sheadded. Zildjian
agreesthat themilitary crowdisalittlebit different.

“Youguysareloud, but you' realsovery respectful.
Wehaveagreat timedoingthis,” Zildjiansaid.

“You're just as rowdy and loud as anyone else
we' veseen,” Voxx added.

Another reasonthistour hassomenew experiences
for thebandisthat they arenot usually away fromtheir
familiesfor thethanksgiving holidays, Pantz said.

“It"s not normal for us to be on the road during
Thanksgiving, some of us have families,” she said.
“It’ sanhonor for usto be herethough, especially over
Thanksgiving,” shecontinued.

Other membersof the band agreed.

“Itsucks. | don’tlike being away from my family
for the holidays, but | al'so wouldn’t rather be any-
whereelseright now,” Zildjiansaid. “We'readll inthe
sameboat here. It' sgreat being hereat Soto Canowith
you guys.”

“Eventhoughwearenot with our familiesweare
having fun. The welcomewe’ ve gotten hereislike
coming hometo family you havenot seeninyears,”
sadVoxx.

Servicemembers also appreciated the chance to
spend the holiday with new friends.

“It was a pretty pleasant surprise that we got this
treat,” Parissaid. “ They needto do morethingslike
thisfor soldiersto helpthemorale. It' sespecialy im-
Portant during the holidays when soldiers are away

romtheirfamilies.”

Voxx echoesthissentiment.

“TheHairbangerslove Americaand our troopsand
wouldloveto comeback and play anytime,” he said.

Have a comment or question? E-mail: George.Kyri-
akeas@ijtfb.southcom.mil

Photo by Spc. GeorgeKyriakeas
Polly Pantzfavorsthecrowd with asong while Chris Crotch gets busy with the bass atthe Oasis Nov. 30.

P
Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas
Zeek Zildjian provides the beat at the Oasis. Allthe clothing items that decorate his drumkit were gifts, Vic Vloxx warms up the crowd beforethe Turkey
he said. Bow
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Taking aim

at 14,000 feet.

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif.—Lockheed Martin test pilot Jim Brown successfully launches aguided AIM-9 Sidewinder missile from an F/A-22 Rap-
tor over White Sands Missile Rangein New Mexico on Nov. 22. This Raptor mission completes the 2002 flight test criteriaset forth by the defense acquisi-
tion executive, which outlines the F/A-22 program's flight test priorities. The mission demonstrated the aircraft's ability to fire an AIM-9 at Mach speed us-
ing an unmanned, full-scale QF-4 Phantom Il aircraft as atarget. The F/A-22 was flying at 1.4 Mach at 24,000 feet while the target was traveling at 1.0 Mach

Photo by Kevin Robertson

President signs defense authorization bill

By Staff Sgt. A.J.Bosker
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON -- President Bush signed thefiscal
2003 National DefenseAuthorization Actintolaw Dec.
2 at the Pentagon.

TheNDAA authorizesthe Department of Defenseto
spend $375 billionto continuethetransformation of the
military tofacefuture challengesandto fight theglob-
al war onterrorism.

More than one-fourth of that amount, $94 billion,
will goto support personnel programsand quality-of-
lifeinitiatives.

"It sets prioritiesfor our Defense Department in a
critical, critical periodfor our country," Bush said.

Accordingtothepresident, theNDAA rewardsthe
serviceand sacrifice of the nation'smilitary members
andtheir familieswith higher pay, improvedfacilities
and better housing.

It also ensuresservicemembershavethebest equip-
ment, themost advanced weapons, supportsoperations
and mai ntenance, and continuesinvestmentsinmissile
defenseand new technol ogiesto give Americasmili-
tary every advantage on the battlefiel ds of thefuture.

"Americasmilitary isstrong, and that'stheway it
should be," Bush said. "Our nation and world are safer
that way. Now andinthefuture, wewill maintainamil-
itary that issecondtonone.”

Aspart of thisyear'soverall defensebudget, theAir
Forcewasauthorized $28.3 billionfor the procurement
of aircraft, missilesand ammunition; $33.7 billionin
operation and maintenance fundsfor the active-duty
force, Air ForceReserveand Air National Guard; $389
millionfor environmental restoration; $1.3billionin
military construction; and $684 millioninfamily hous-
ing construction.

Thehighlightsof thebill include:

—Fully fundinganacross-the-board 4.1 percent mil-

itary pay raisewithtargeted increasesof upto 6.5 per-
cent for mid-grade and senior noncommissioned offi-
cers.

— Reducing the out-of-pocket housing expenses
from the current 11.3 percent to 7.5 percent in fiscal
2003, eventually eliminating theout-of -pocket costsby
fiscal 2005.

—Expanding TRICARE Prime Remote benefitsto
family memberswho remain at aremotelocationwhen
they cannot accompany themilitary member onanew
assignment or duty. It also extended these benefitsto
family membersof remotely located air reservecom-
ponent memberswhenthey are ordered to activeduty
for morethan 30 days.

— Extending several specia pays and bonuses
through December 2003, including enlistment and re-
enlistment bonuses. It also permitsthe service secre-
taries to award an incentive pay of up to $1,500 per
month to military membersservingin assignmentsin-
volving difficult working conditions or undesirable
overseas locations.

—Doubling theregular basic allowancefor subsis-
tencefor singleenlisted airmen stationed inremotelo-
cationswithout adequate availability of mealsfroma
government messing facility.

— Creating anew payment for all military retirees
who werewounded in combat and received the Purple
Heart and thosewhowere severely disabledin combat-
relatedincidents. Monthly paymentswould rangefrom
$103 to $2,100 each month, depending onthelevel of
disability, andwouldrepresent apartial tofull offset of
thereductioninretired pay required by thecurrent law
on concurrent receipt.

—Continuing theexisting DOD payment of aspecial
stipend for severely disabled military retireeswith a
disability rating of 60 percent or higher.

— Allowing service secretariesto grant aone-time
leave of absence of up to 14 daysto servicemembers

—5-

with qualifying emergenciesto prevent them from en
teringinto unearned or excessiveleave status.

—Reduci n%the minimum years of servicerequired
by reservistsbeforethey areeligibleto qualify for re-
tirement pay from eight yearsto six years.

—Extending thenumber of yearsmembersof these-
lected reserve may use Montgomery GI Bill benefits
from 10to 14 years.

— Authorizing commissary privil
Guardsmenwhoareparticipatinginf
national emergencies.

—Providing $4.6 billionfor procurement of 23 F/A-
22 Raptor productionaircraft and continued Raptor de-
velopment.

—Increasingtheservice'sunmanned aerial fleet with
theprocurement of three Global Hawk and 29 Predator
unmanned aeria vehicles.

—Providing $3.7 billionfor the purchase of 12 C-17
Globemaster I11sand to support amultiyear procure
ment of additional C-17s.

— Funding the procurement of one E-8C Joint Sur-
veillance Target Attack Radar Systemaircraft, oneEC-
130Jand 35 T-6A Texanll Joint Primary Aircraft Train-
ing System aircraft.

—AuthorizingaKorean Defense ServiceMedal tobe
issued to military memberswho servedinthetheater
since July 28, 1954.

"Themen and women of our military bring credit to
our flagand security to our country,” Bushsaid. "Onbe-
half of the American people, | thank youfor al you've
done (and) for al youwill dointhe cause of freedom
and the cause of peace."

The annual defense budget comprisestwo parts --
theappropriationshill, whichthe president signed on
Oct. 23, andtheauthorizationbill. Theappropriations
bill allocatesfundsto operatethe Defense D%)artment.
Theauthorization bill permitsDOD to spend theallo-
cated funds.

es to National
erally declared
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Army scouting talent for 2003 Soldier Show

By Harriet Rice
CFSC Public Affairs Officer

ALEXANDRIA, VA —When Spc. Joey Beebeaudi-
tionedfor the2001U.S. Army Soldier Show, hewasex-
cited. When hewas sel ected for the cast, the operating
roomtechnician neverimagineditwouldleadtoatwo-
year tour of duty.

Butit did, and now hismissionisto recruit new cast
membersfor the 2003 show.

"We'relookingfor performersandtechnicians,” said
Beebe, who servesasassi stant to theshow'sartistic di-
rector, Victor Hurtado.

Audition packagesaredueby Dec. 31, Beebesaid,
and need to be mailed to the Soldier Show Selection
Committeeat Fort Belvoir, Va

Auditionsarenot just for singers, Hurtado empha-
sized.

"I amlooking for strong dancers, and | would also
likeinstrumentaliststoaudition,” Beebesaid. "l don't
know what [talent] isout thereunlessit comestomy at-
tention."”

Whilethe show's primary focusismusical and vo-
cal, al typesof talent arewelcome and will beconsid-
ered, hesaid.

Auditions are open to all soldiers on active duty
through December 2003. Reserve-component soldiers
may audition; however, if they are selected, they must
be activated for the six months' duration of the tour,
whichrunsfromApril through October.

Tobeconsidered, soldier-performers must submit
an audition package that consists of, among other
items, avideotaped performance showing their talent,
an entertainment résumé, acommander's|etter of re-
lease, their |atest eval uation report, and acopy of their
most recent Army Physical FitnessTest.

"Onthetechnical side, wenot only needlighting en-
gineersand sound engineers, but weareal so In need of
good leaderswith theatrical backgroundsto serve as
stage managers and peoale with experience in con
structionor electrical work asset builders,” said Hurta:
do.

Soldierslooking for atechnical job with the 2003
Soldier Show must also submit apackagethat contain

for duration of thetour.

Technicians must submit:
Portfolio/References
RecordsBrief

Commander'sL etter of Release
Technical Résumé

PA Photo, 3/4 Length

L atest OER/NCOER

Send packageto (recommend using tracking):

U.S. Postal Service

Army Soldier Show

ATTN: 2003 Selection Committee
POBox 439

For Belvoir, VA 22060

How to Audition

Auditionsareopentoall soldierson activeduty through December 2003 and who can meet all active
duty requirements. Reserve-component soldiersmay also audition. If selected, they must be activated

Performers must submit thefollowing itemsin an audition package: 1/2" VHS Demo Tape, Records
Brief, Commander'sL etter of Release, Entertainment résumé, DA Photo, 3/4 Length, Latest OER/NCO-
ER and aCopy of most recent Army Physical FitnessTest

Copy of most recent Army Physical FitnessTest

For moreinformation contact victor.hurtado@cfsc.army.mil

Drivers(bus, 18-wheel, van) must submit:
References, copiesof licenses, ratings
RecordsBrief

Commander'sL etter of Release

DA Photo, 3/4 Length

Latest OER/NCOER

Express(overnight) Mail

U.S. Army Soldier Show

ATTN: 2003 Selection committee
6091 Jackson L oop, Building 1434
Fort Belvoir, VA 22060

the same administrative documents in addition to a
technical résuméand aportfoliowith references. The
samegoesfor driversneeded for the44-passenger bus
and the 18-whee! tractor trailer that move 20 tons of
staging, costumes, lighting and audi o equipment.

"Beingapart of the Soldier Showisal ife—chan?i ng
experience," said Hurtado, who spent six yearsof his
military career asaperformer and technician with the
show inthe 1990s. "Y ou become part of arich histori-
cal tradition of ‘entertainment by thesol dier, for the sol -
dier' that began with songwriter Irving Berlin during
WorldWar 1. Y ou also grow and learn leadership, per-
formanceskills, and teamwork."

In January, Hurtado and Beebe, along with Army
Entertainment Detachment military staff, will screen
theaudition packages. A selectioncommitteeof civil-
iansand military staff will review the audition tapes,
military documentsand records, scoring applicantson
talent, poise, appearance and stage presence. A group
of upto 30finalistswill beselected to auditionin per-
sonat thefinalsinlatespring.

"Finalists come in for a week to rehearse,”" said
Beebe. "But wea so havethem set up and takedownthe
15tonsof staging - that'stheunglamorousoffstage part
ﬁf tréclej ob, and we need to find out if the soldiers can

andleit.”

Change allows more students to travel free

By Michelle Bard
Army News Service

WASHINGTON —Each holiday sea-
son, military familiesstationed overseas
turntothe Dependent Student Travel En-
titlement to reunite them with children
attending college in the United States.
Now modificationsintheprogram-toin-
clude expanding the types of students-
will helpmorefamiliesspend thisholi-
day season together.

The Dependent Student Travel Enti-
tlement, contained under the Joint Fed-
era Travel Regulations, isan 18-year-
old program that originally granted un-
dergraduate college students a round-
tripcommercia flight eachfiscal year to
visit parents stationed overseas at the
government's expense.

Changesin the entitlement thisyear
now allow studentsattending approved
vocational and technical classes and
eventhoseattending graduate programs
tousetheentitlement aswell.

"It'smorethan going to collegeany-
more," said Thomas E. Gray, chief,
Transportation Plans and Operations
Branch, Total Army Personnel Com-
mand and functional proponent for the
Erogram. "Regardless of where their

idsaregoingtoschool, it doesn't hurtto
go down...and at least check to see if
th_eé/'re eligiblefor theentitlement," he
said.

Therewasabig pushfor changefrom
Gray and other employees, as PER-
SCOM maintainspolicy and procedural
oversight.

"[twasabig heartachefor mebecause
alot of kidsdon'tgotocollege, butgoon
to some sort of secondary post-high
school education," Gray said.

Gray saidtheideadidnot goover well
atfirst.

"There weren't a lot of people who
wanted to hear it, but eventually they
heard usout," hesaid.

Gray said beforetheprogramwascre-
atedin 1984, college studentswith par -

entsinthe Armed Forcesoverseaswere
restricted to oneflight ayear on space-
availableAir Forceflightswith destina-
tionslimited to common locations like
Germany, France and Japan.

Gray and other Army personnel be-
lieved army members should have the
same entitlement other federal employ-
ees had, so the program was born. He
saidthe Army wasinfor asurprisewhen
it started getting applicationsfor thepro-
gram.

"I think the Army totally underesti-
mated how many peoplewould go."

Between 2,000 and 2,500 studentsuse
theentitlement each year, Gray said.

Inadditiontotravel, the entitlement
alsoallowsthestudent toship or storeup
to 350 pounds of unaccompanied bag-
gage. _

The Army arranges for the packing,
pickup and shipping of thegoodsto the
soldier'sduty stationoverseasandfor the
return back to the student'sresidence.

Tobedligiblefor theentitlement:

—5-

The student must be under 23 years
oldand unmarried.

Theoverseassoldier must beserving
a"with dependents’ tour and be accom-
panied by dependentsthat residein the
areaof theduty station.

The student must attend a school in
the United Statesfulltime.

Gray saidtheearlier soldiersget their
applicationsin, the earlier travel plans
can be made, especialy if the student
wants to travel during the peak travel
monthsfrom November to January.

"My feeling has always been, when
we enlist people in the Army we have
thistacit commitment to them, aprom-
ise, that weareafamily andwetakecare
of our own," Gray said. "Andif wedon't
dothat, thenwe'renot fillinganobliga:
tionthat wemakeasmuchtothesoldiers
aswedototheir families."

Soldiersor family memberswho have
guestions about the dependent student
travel entitlement can sendthemto PER-
SCOM a ATAC@hoffman.army.mil.
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Army downs Air Force, 18-12

Victory in closely matched Turkey Bowl gives Army series lead, 3-2

Story by Army Spc. George Kyriakeas
Photos by Air Force 1stLt. CarlaPampe
JTF-Bravo Public Affairs Office

Personnel from both services came outto supporttheirteams forthe Turkey Bowl.

bers who came outto supporttheir servicesinthegame.
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Army quarterback Toby Cobbslooks foran openreciever. All pointswerescored during the
firsthalf of the game, with both defenses shutting down offensesinthe second half.

The medelette cheerleaders from Medical Element were just afew of the many servicemem-

The Army and Air Force
squared off against each other
Nov. 27 in the fifth annual
Turkey Bowl football game.

Air Force scored early inthe
first quarter with a passing
touchdownto FireDawg Carlos
Corumfromthe10-yard-lineaf -
ter a fourth-down conversion
kepttheirdrivealive.

Army answered right back
with afourth-down conversion
of their ownthatledtoaTD catch
by WayneL ewisof JSF.

TheArmy defensestepped up
on the next possession with an
interception by Lewis, but the
Air Forcedefenseflexeditsown
musclesand forced aturnover on
downstoendthe Army’ sdriveas
well asthefirst quarter.

Army defense again held
strong on the next possession,
forcingan Air Forcepunt.

Army offensethentook over,
movingtheball downfieldwitha
seriesof passesthat culminated
in a TD pass to MEDEL’s
Nedrick Brooks.

Air Forceanswered right back
with a 40-yard pass to a wide-
open Vincent Swanson that set
up apassing TD to Josh Turnier
that evened the score at 12
apiece.

Onthenext possession Elijah
Gilbert caught Army’s third
touchdown passof thenight after
another successful fourth-down
conversion to bring the scoreto
18-12inArmy’ sfavor.

The Air Force offense drove
theball totheArmy 15-yardline
on the next possession but the
Army defense stopped the drive
tohold ontotheir 6-point lead at
theend of thefirst half of play.

After ahalf-timeshow featur-
ingthemusical stylingsof Hair-
bangersBall andraffledrawings
with prizesfrom MWR theteams
began asecond half of play that
showcased their defensive tal-
ents.

Trading interceptions on the
first two possessions of the half,
1-228' s Alec Williams averted
disaster for Army with aninter-
ception in the endzone to keep
their lead of six points.

The game came down to the
wirewith Air Forcemounting a
driveonthelast possessionof the
gamethat moved the ball to the
Army 27 with 26 secondsonthe
clock.

The defense prevailed and
Army squeaked out of anevenly
matched defensive battlewitha
sixpoint victory.

Photo by Spc. George Kyriakeas

Hairbangers Ball’s Polly Pantz and Chris Crotch rock the half-
timeshow. Seefeaturearticleon pages 4and 5.



